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BARMM Map from https://www.urc-chs.com/projects/barmmhealth/ 

Ba Sul Ta



Observations on BaSulTa

• At present, the BaSulTa region has only a 
handful museums or collecting institutions 
that are in themselves challenged in terms 
of maintenance, logistics, and curation. 

• The focus of the three provinces today is 
writing, re-writing, or enriching the 
already-set narratives of their histories. 

• Both the Muslim region’s cultural 
committee and the Presidential 
Administrative Order of 2023 boosted 
research on BaSulTa’s heritage. 



Observations on BaSulTa

• Among the three provinces, Sulu has the most 
written on its history and also has a national 
museum, administered by a local. 

• Basilan comes in second that it is now with fervor 
that they are actively engaging with the 
community in writing their narrative assisted by 
experts in the field and whose capital city is now 
completing the structure of the museum. 

• Lastly, Tawi-Tawi has yet to revisit its plan of 
establishing a museum or including a provincial 
office to administer matters of heritage and 
culture. 
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Tawi-Tawi
• No public museum yet



In summary

There’s almost no tangible artifact to see in 
these collecting institutions. Today, these 
museums echo an emptiness when they are 
supposed to be the voice that exhibit the 
proud histories of the Muslims in the 
Philippines.







Spanish Reconfiguration Plans for the Southern 
Archipelago, Gathering Intelligence and Diplomacy





Case Study 1: Artefacts in Spain

• Museo Naval de Madrid

• Museo de la 
Antropología

• Objects classified as 
Mindanao and/or Sulu

• Objects include
weapons, shields, 
textiles, bandera, 
photographs

• Representation 

• Acquisition dates: 
mostly 1850/1860s

Imagen del registro

Bandera Panji o Pandi

https://bibliotecavirtual.defensa.gob.es/BVMDefensa/es/catalogo_imagenes/grupo.do?path=104802


Erroneously or insufficiently titled
objects

Imagen del registro

Grupo de jefes tagalos en Filipinas (1898)

Imagen del registro

Lantaca, Asia / Borneo o Filipinas / Joló y 
Mindanao

https://bibliotecavirtual.defensa.gob.es/BVMDefensa/es/catalogo_imagenes/grupo.do?path=80765
https://bibliotecavirtual.defensa.gob.es/BVMDefensa/es/catalogo_imagenes/grupo.do?path=104484


Case Study 2: Sweden

• Ethnographic
Museum, 
Stockholm

• Krises, 
weapons, 
photographs

• Acquisition
dates: 1871-
1934
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Ethnographic Museum, Stockholm



Emptiness of objects
/ material traces of 

the past

Emptiness of 
historical context

- Diversity erased
- Knowledge of origin and significance of many objects lost in 

transfer, translation and storage
- Implies that there was no history prior to the loss of 

sovereignty and the Age of Imperialism

❑ Communities in the 
Philippine South need 
access to the objects to 
engage with their past 

❑ Communities in the 
Philippine South should 
have a right to craft their 
own narratives and 
historical identities

Miranda Fricker, Epistemic Injustice: Power and the Ethics of Knowing (Oxford, 2007)



Synthesis

https://mindanews.com/top-stories/2018/10/finally-
groundbreaking-in-marawis-ground-zero-on-oct-31/
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