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It has been eight years since the enactment of
the Integrated History Act of 2016 (RA 10908),

a law that mandates the inclusion and integration
of the history and culture of Filipino Muslims and
Indigenous Peoples in school curriculums.
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US to return century-old bell
taken from La Union church

MAY 2, 2016 9:03 AM PHT

RAPPLER.COM

Already have Rappler+? Sign in to listen to groundbreaking journalism

TR

m The return of the bell is facilitated by two US Navy veterans who are also
working to return the Balangiga bell of Eastern Samar, according to an

American newspaper
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Lanao's old Koran on display at the National Museum D@ =@

Uploaded on Sep 01,2017 12:33 pm

Young Muslims view the 'Koran/Quran of Bayang, which is on display at the Faith, Tradition and Place section of the National Museum in Manila, during their
visit after morning prayers in observance of Eid'l Adha on Friday, September 1, 2017. The Koran of Bayang, Lanao Del Sur is one of the few earliest manuscript
copies in Lanao. Danny Pata
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Observations on BaSulTa

* At present, the BaSulTa region has only a
handful museums or collecting institutions
that are in themselves challenged in terms
of maintenance, logistics, and curation.

* The focus of the three provinces today is
writing, re-writing, or enriching the
already-set narratives of their histories.

* Both the Muslim region’s cultural
committee and the Presidential
Administrative Order of 2023 boosted
research on BaSulTa’s heritage.



Observations on BaSulTa

* Among the three provinces, Sulu has the most
written on its history and also has a national
museum, administered by a local.

* Basilan comes in second that it is now with fervor
that they are actively engaging with the
community in writing their narrative assisted by
experts in the field and whose capital city is now
completing the structure of the museum.

* Lastly, Tawi-Tawi has yet to revisit its plan of
establishing a museum or including a provincial
office to administer matters of heritage and
culture.
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Market place at Maimbung in 1883, after Guillemard (1330).
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Tawi-Tawi
* No public museum yet



In summary

There’s almost no tangible artifact to see in
these collecting institutions. Today, these
museums echo an emptiness when they are
supposed to be the voice that exhibit the
proud histories of the Muslims in the
Philippines.
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Abstract

This essay focuses on the Sulu-Mindanao-Bormeo region in the 1830s and zooms in on the
Capitulaciones (Spanish) and the Kapiturasyun (Tausug) of a treaty concluded between the Spanish
Crown and the Sultanate of Sulu of 1836/37. It compares the different versions of the treaty texts
from the perspective of a system of treaties across the region. Uneven historiographical attention
has led to myth-building and a controversy over whether the treaty would have established Spanish
sovereignty over the Sulu sultanate. To add nuance to this claim, the study examines the
specificities of the treaties together with a large set of complementary sources. A deep, comparative
reading sheds light on the motivations, and strategies that accompanied the entire process of
planning, negotiating, and ratifying of the treaty and the consequences it had both for directly and
indirectly participating parties.

Keywords: Philippines; colonialism; sovereignty; maritime trade; translation

Introduction

This essay focuses on the Sulu-Mindanao-Borneo region in the 1830s. Among historians, the area is
widely known as the “Sulu Zone,” a politically fragmented, yet for centuries a strategically important
reg'iun.: It fanned out from the Sulu archipelago and extended to the region of coastal Mindanao
and Borneo. Many of its inhabitants were highly mobile, while its political landscape was shaped
by multi-layered alliances that centered on the sultanate of Sulu. Its maritime geography shaped
the region’s integration into long-distance trading routes that connected the southern Chinese

coast with the Indian Ocean and the rest of the Malay-Indonesian archipelago. For the sake of
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Commercial Treaties and Political Transformation in Sulu and

Mindanao, c. 1830-1840
Abstract

This article re-examines an economic treaty concluded between Spain and the Sulu
Sultanate in 1836. Analyzing the Tausug (Jawi) and Spanish treaty versions alongside
archival sources from Spain, the Philippines, and England, it traces the impact of
indigenous agency beyond the formal signatories on economic and political
transformations. Exploring marginal groups, such as the Sama and Chinese, the study
situates the treaty within a resurgent Sulu economy against the backdrop of declining
Spanish control in the Philippines, thereby offering fresh insights into the role of
diplomatic practices, negotiations, and regional networks in the commercial dynamics

of Southeast Asia’s “Sulu Zone.”

Keywords: commercial diplomacy, indigenous sovereignty, maritime Southeast Asia,

coercion, China trade

Introduction: Transformations in the Sulu and South China Sea trade

This article focuses on maritime Southeast Asia and re-examines what is conventionally known
as the Spanish-Sulu Treaty of 1836. We argue that a close study of the commercial treaty, which
has received far less attention in historical scholarship than its political counterpart, provides
us with a novel framework for understanding the complex inter-polity relations that involved

numerous parties beyond the treaty’s signatories from Manila and Jol6. Misconceptions about



Spanish

Portuguese
\ {4 . () Chinese
" om Indian and .\ o \
Manila o' \ ' Sulu

European wear

/

Vi
i 5 ]
/'/ I Rice, sugar.cotton cloth, Chinese, 1 B u g IS

/ [ Indian and European wear
7 -

\ Z

\ 7

\ /
Spicss, bird's nest, gold, Slaves.tird's nest,

{ ) & \
it fet R MINDANAO

D S / —
~."Zamboan
B

\
{
\
\
\

Spices,bird's nest, sugar, b \\

tice , cloth (lontar), papyrus;” N

sharics fin,tortoise shell,lor AN
Slaves, Bengal dloth, oplum Cloves, nutrmeg, black pepper .

Chinese comodities
M 2
™ Qg

opium, iron, salpeud;r
ot b BORNEO

Samarinda—:ﬁ-
Y




1 et A 75 «

o (5 )

24 /oo 1424, £/ (;’/,frﬂ/rll (8§
? CH o, 1S

KW,M;b2~)/ em

(

/ p)
Treeser :/mm/k [ Frmindn, tomeo

Drike Je rmmm 10397 //1;)«/1»/ »&

| Poeri p S rgynser w Siee cror oy 1mdinn
{ 2 £
» .//,fm, v e Bl ///7 > sz Ko

-’yfﬂ ek vrn /n//,a 7 //’9 /?‘4//””,4'//

/e fa ey ad Fti / Y £

!/,////mf P Dl ,”,9/,
(

‘ €

Spanish Reconfiguration Plans for the Southern
Archipelago, Gathering Intelligence and Diplomacy
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Case Study 1: Artefacts in Spain

« Museo Naval de Madrid

* Museo de la
Antropologia

* Objects classified as
Mindanao and/or Sulu

* Objects include
weapons, shields,
textiles, bandera,
photographs

» Representation " Bandera Panji o Pandi

* Acquisition dates:
mostly 1850/1860s



https://bibliotecavirtual.defensa.gob.es/BVMDefensa/es/catalogo_imagenes/grupo.do?path=104802

Erroneously or insufficiently titled
objects

' - Lantaca, Asia / Borneo o Filipinas / Jolo y
Grupo de jefes tagalos en Filipinas (1898) Mindanao


https://bibliotecavirtual.defensa.gob.es/BVMDefensa/es/catalogo_imagenes/grupo.do?path=80765
https://bibliotecavirtual.defensa.gob.es/BVMDefensa/es/catalogo_imagenes/grupo.do?path=104484

Case Study 2: Sweden

« Ethnographic
Museum,
Stockholm
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Kris med bred, vagig klinga, slidan pa fem stallen omlindad,med fin spjélkad rotting
(Orig.kat.:Smitts forteckning RM 284) Malajer (generalkatalogen) [ocr]

Early sword kris from the Sulu-islands of Southern Philippines or North Borneo (the Tausug-
people) with a twist core (late 18th C to early 19th C). Sheath with an unusually small crosspiece
indicating age.

60 cm
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Emptiness of objects Emptiness of

/ material traces of

historical context
the past

U Communities in the
Philippine South need
access to the objects to
engage with their past

O Communities in the
Philippine South should
have a right to craft their
own narratives and

historical identities

- Diversity erased
Knowledge of origin and significance of many objects lost in
transfer, translation and storage

- Implies that there was no history prior to the loss of
sovereignty and the Age of Imperialism

Miranda Fricker, Epistemic Injustice: Power and the Ethics of Knowing (Oxford, 2007)




Synthesis
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